Notes on North Rigton Parish Council Public Meeting to discuss road safety issues at the junction of Harrogate Road (A658), Hall Green Lane and Dunkeswick Lane

External attendees 
Darren Griffiths – Senior Road Safety and Traffic Management Engineer, North Yorkshire Council (NYC)
Jon Hunter – Traffic Management Officer, North Yorkshire Police (NYP)
Cllr Andy Paraskos – Division Cllr for Wetherby & Easingwold (standing in for Cllr Nathan Hull who was unable to attend)

Background information provided by NYC and NYP
· Based on survey that was conducted in 2025
· Average of 14,000 vehicle movements a day along A658 (both directions). Mean speed 42.5 mph, 85% of vehicles travelling at 49.8mph or less (85 percentile)
· Based on historic surveys for Hall Green Lane & Dunkeswick Lane which will be updated in the coming weeks
· Average of 1,500 vehicle movements a day on Hall Green Lane (both directions).
· Average of 1,200 vehicle movements a day on Dunkeswick Lane (both directions) across the level crossing.
· Average of 750 vehicle movements a day on Church Lane (both directions).
· Only accidents where at least one party sustains an injury are officially recorded, even if the police attend (for 2026 only one accident is officially recorded!!) As a result of NR PC reporting all accidents highlighted by members of the community, NYC/NYP fully acknowledge the true number of accidents.
· Over the last 15 years NYC has consistently considered the junction to be in the top 5 of accident cluster sites, potentially now within the top 3. 
· Since 2020 there had been 20 accidents reported which resulted in an injury. In 19 of those accidents a driver on Hall Green Lane or Dunkeswick Lane had failed to Give Way. This statistic was re-enforced by testimony from members of the public who reported regular instances of drivers ‘jumping across’ the junction. 
· Since the installation of street lighting there had been a significant reduction in officially recorded accidents occurring at night.
· Funding for road improvements in North Yorkshire is allocated by the Department for Transport to the Combined Mayoral Authority. There is an ongoing disagreement between NYC and the Mayor on how this funding is allocated between North Yorkshire and the City of York.

Options & issues discussed at the meeting
Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) – NYC reported that they would be installing a solar powered VAS in Oct on Dunkeswick Lane. It will flash a message to highlight the need to ‘Give Way 200yds’. It would be difficult to accommodate a similar sign on Hall Green Lane because of the limited verge width and trees.
Speed reduction: A658 – Road features don’t lend themselves to a speed reduction and with the mean & 85 percentile speeds well below the maximum speed limit, speed is not considered to be the main causal factor for the majority of accidents. If a speed reduction was to be considered, 50mph is likely to be the lowest to be approved (based on road design and actual recorded speeds on the road)
Speed reduction: Hall Green Lane – Reducing the speed limit on Hall Green Lane could potentially reduce instances of drivers failing to acknowledge the Give Way at the junction. NYC acknowledged that there was merit in reviewing the speed limit, especially as other road safety matters on Hall Green Lane were highlighted at the meeting.

Double delays at the crossing – Members of the community were of the view that the number of ‘double delays’ at the level crossing had increased. This then leads to grid lock at the junction with some drivers then deciding to take unnecessary risk. There were suggestions that Network Rail should review the maximum length of time the barriers are down. NYP reported that engagement with Network Rail is not easy. NR PC had invited Network Rail to meeting, but they had declined to attend.

Traffic Lights[footnoteRef:1] – Installation of Traffic Lights at the junction was not possible due to close proximity to the level crossing. [1: While installation of a roundabout was not specifically discussed it had been discounted at previous meetings for similar reasons.  
] 


Stop Signs - Replace Give Way signs on both Hall Green Lane and Dunkeswick Lane with Stop signs. While this would be a relatively cheap option NYC indicated that the criteria for installing Stop signs at junctions is where there is very limited or no visibility at all. They also relied on drivers complying, which is difficult to enforce. NYP also indicated that Give Way requires drivers to slow/stop and the existing signs are appropriate.

Confusing junction layout – Some reported concerns that the junction layout gave rise to confusion/misunderstanding, especially when drivers on the A658 were being courteous and Giving Way to traffic crossing from Hall Green Lane/Dunkeswick Lane. NYC acknowledged that drivers misunderstanding each other’s hand signals/flashing of headlights was a likely cause of some accidents but was impossible to stop.  

Overtaking – Instances of inappropriate overtaking at the junction were reported and it was suggested that the centre line should be double white lines. NYC reported that solid centre lines are reserved for locations with poor visibility (bends, hidden dips) and since this was a straight section of the road, they were not appropriate. Double white lines are also not effective in combatting driver impatience, the most likely cause of inappropriate overtaking at the junction.

Poor visibility due to vegetation – Some issues with poor visibility caused by hedges were reported, especially from Dunkeswick Lane. NR PC did highlight the significant work conducted by NYC earlier on in the year to improve visibility at the junction and that there had been regular vegetation control since. Given the concerns raised, NYC would reassess visibility from all angles.

Sat Navs – The tendency of Sat Navs to direct drivers travelling to/from Leeds across the junction rather than via the roundabout with the A61 was highlighted. It was also suggested that some Sat Navs may give the impression that drivers on Hall Green Lane/Dunkeswick Lane have right of way as drivers follow the triangle on the display. NYC/NYP reported that they are unable to influence providers of Sat Nav services and again failure to realise road priority was down to poor driver behaviours.   

Staggered junction – NYCs preferred option would be to construct a staggered junction and these had proven successful elsewhere in the county at junctions with similar safety issues. However, this would require the purchase of additional land on the Hall Green Lane side, cost £millions + and take circa 2-3 years to obtain funding/design/plan/deliver. 

Closure of Dunkeswick Lane at its junction with A658 – Since the majority of serious accidents were the result of vehicles crossing the junction, closure of Dunkeswick Lane would prevent this. This would be relatively easy to deliver and following informal consultation by NR PC with those with houses/farms on Dunkeswick Lane there were no immediate objections (a number of the directly affected individuals were present at the meeting) NYC were open to running a trial, especially to assess the impact on other roads which would take the additional traffic. NYC did highlight other considerations such as emergency service access and cost of changing road signage.

Left turns only from Hall Green Lane and Dunkeswick Lane – An alternative to closing the junction with Dunkeswick Lane would be the implementation of a left turn only restriction on both Hall Green Lane and Dunkeswick Lane. NYC reported that enforcement would be impossible and experience from elsewhere in the county highlighted that many drivers just ignored such measure where it was impossible to change the road layout to make illegal turns difficult.  

Conclusion
While NYC would continue pursuing funding for a staggered junction, they were not opposed to trialling the closure of Dunkeswick Lane at the A658 junction in Spring 2027. NYC have commissioned turning count surveys and will conduct a feasibility study. NR PC would follow up with NYC and update the local community on progress. 
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